
Getting Started with Water Gardens in 
Colorado 
Water gardens add beauty, tranquility, and ecological value to outdoor spaces, but success in 
Colorado requires thoughtful planning and ongoing care. This brochure is designed to guide 
both beginners and experienced hobbyists through the essential elements of water gardening in 
our unique regional climate. 

 

1. Planning Your Water Garden 
Before breaking ground, consider your location carefully. Choose a site with partial sunlight, 
protection from strong winds, and easy access for maintenance. Avoid placing ponds directly 
under trees to minimize debris and seasonal cleanup. 

Proper sizing and depth are critical in Colorado, especially to help fish survive winter conditions 
and to stabilize water temperature during hot summer months. 

 

2. Selecting the Right Plants 
Aquatic plants play a vital role in maintaining water quality and visual balance. In Colorado, it’s 
important to select hardy species suited to cooler nights and shorter growing seasons. 

●​ Marginal plants provide structure and habitat. 
●​ Floating plants help shade the water and reduce algae. 
●​ Submerged plants support oxygenation and biological balance. 

 

3. Fish Care and Water Quality 
Koi and goldfish are popular choices, but they require proper filtration, oxygenation, and 
seasonal care. Monitoring water quality—including temperature, pH, and nutrient levels—helps 
prevent common issues such as algae blooms and fish stress. 

Regular observation and proactive maintenance are key to keeping your pond healthy 
year-round. 



 

4. Seasonal Maintenance in Colorado 
Colorado’s climate demands seasonal attention: 

●​ Spring: Clean debris, restart filtration, and assess winter damage. 
●​ Summer: Monitor evaporation, plant growth, and algae levels. 
●​ Fall: Remove dying plant material and prepare fish for colder temperatures. 
●​ Winter: Maintain ice-free openings for gas exchange and protect equipment. 

 

5. Learn More with CWGS 
The Colorado Water Garden Society is dedicated to education, conservation, and community. 
Members gain access to exclusive educational materials, events, expert speakers, and a 
network of fellow water gardening enthusiasts across the state. 
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